Representative Jared Huffman
United States House of Representatives
1630 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
E-Mail care of: Jenny.Callaway@mail.house.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Representative Huffman,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015. I
strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt from local zoning rules.
Below are some of the concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While we appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, we strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Email care of: Kenneth_Rooney@feinstein.senate.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Senator Feinstein,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015. I
strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt from local zoning rules.
Below are some of my concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While I appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, I strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva
United States House of Representatives, Natural Resources Committee
1511 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0303
Email care of: Glenn.Miller@mail.house.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Representative Grijalva,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015. I
strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt from local zoning.
Below are some of my concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While I appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, I strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

The Honorable Mike Thompson
231 Cannon Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
E-mail care of: Stephen.Gale@mail.house.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Representative Thompson,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015,
which you co-sponsored. I strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt
from local zoning rules, and request that you remove your name as a co-sponsor.
Below are some of my concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While I appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, I strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

The Honorable Don Young
House of Representatives, Subcommittee on Indian, Insular, and Alaska Native Affairs
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
E-Mail care of: Chris.Fluhr@mail.house.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Chairman Young,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015. I
strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt from local zoning rules.
Below are some of my concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While I appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, I strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

The Honorable Rob Bishop
House of Representatives, Natural Resources Committee
123 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
E-mail care of: Casey.Snider@mail.house.gov
RE: Opposition to H.R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015
Dear Chairman Bishop,
Please note there is significant local opposition to H. R. 2538, the Lytton Rancheria Homelands Act of 2015. I
strongly oppose this bill that will move land into federal trust and make it exempt from local zoning rules.
Below are some of my concerns:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is not Lytton ancestral land, and is not near the historic Rancheria.
The Lytton Rancheria already has trust land in Contra Costa County.
The Lytton Rancheria was not recognized as a tribe until a controversial settlement in 1991, where one of
the original assignees herself said there was “no Lytton community Indian Tribe,” (Doris Steele Miller,
Healdsburg Tribune, Letter to the Editor, September 4, 1991).
The two families who settled on the Lytton Rancheria were deeded the Rancheria land by the government
in 1961, as they requested (according to documents in the San Bruno, CA National Archives), and they
voluntarily sold that land for profit shortly after (as opposed to having the land taken which, H.R. 2538
inaccurately suggests).
The County of Sonoma held no public hearings before signing its controversial Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Lytton Rancheria in March, 2015.
The major development proposed in Windsor by the Lytton Rancheria in the County’s Memorandum of
Agreement including 361 houses, 200 room hotel, entertainment center, restaurants, shops, etc. is contrary to
the Sonoma County General Plan, which all the neighbors must follow.
The text of H.R. 2538 is inaccurate because it does not mention the intended major commercial development
planned by the Lyttons, and described in the County of Sonoma’s Memorandum of Agreement.
There has been no comprehensive environmental study (including water/sewage/traffic) of the proposed
major development of 361 houses, 200 room hotel, restaurants, shops, entertainment center, winery, etc.
The area is rural in nature and is part of an important local ecosystem that must be preserved.
The Lytton trust would allow +1,500 Blue Oak Trees to be destroyed. Windsor, California is a noted "tree"
town, with an oak tree as its town mascot.
The Lytton trust would deplete already limited water resources. California is in a long historic drought.
The trust land size continues to increase. H.R. 2538 covers at least 511 acres, and the county of Sonoma's
Memorandum of Agreement covers up to 1300 acres. The Lytton Rancheria owns over 2,000 acres.

The project will have a dramatic, negative impact on the quality of life for residents of Windsor and the
surrounding communities. While I appreciate Congressional interest in this matter, I strongly oppose this
legislation.
Respectfully Submitted,
Name__________________________________
Address__________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

